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ABSTRACT

International relations (IR) as a discipline and practice is a constantly evolving field shaped by historical

events, ideological movements, and the dynamic interplay of global powers. Traditional IR paradigms have

been heavily influenced by Western-centric theories like realism, liberalism, and constructivism. However,

the 21st century has witnessed the emergence of diverse perspectives shaped by the rise of non-Western

nations. Among these, India has emerged as a significant actor in enriching the global discourse on

international relations. This paper explores how India, with its unique historical experiences, civilizational

ethos, and contemporary strategic outlook, is broadening the paradigms of IR. It delves into India's

contributions to concepts such as non-alignment, multipolarity, sustainable development, and soft power,

arguing that India’s growing influence in global affairs reflects its potential to shape a more inclusive and

equitable international order.
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INTRODUCTION

The study of international relations has traditionally

been dominated by Western perspectives, with

theories like realism and liberalism rooted in the

historical experiences of Europe and North

America. However, the rise of Asian powers,

particularly India, has challenged the hegemony of

these paradigms. India’s role in international

relations is unique, reflecting a blend of ancient

philosophies, colonial experiences, and a

postcolonial quest for autonomy. As the world

grapples with challenges such as climate change,

terrorism, economic inequality, and shifting

geopolitical dynamics, India offers innovative

approaches to navigating these complexities. 

This paper examines how India’s historical legacies,

foreign policy initiatives, and normative

contributions have expanded the scope of IR

theories and practice. By analyzing India’s

engagements with major global issues, it seeks to

highlight the transformative potential of non-

Western perspectives in shaping a more

comprehensive understanding of global affairs.
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Historical Foundations of India’s Role in Global Affairs 

Ancient Civilizational Ethos 

India’s civilizational heritage, rooted in philosophies such as Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam (the world is one

family), offers an inclusive and ethical framework for international relations (Tharoor, 2012). Ancient Indian

texts like the Arthashastra by Kautilya provide insights into statecraft, diplomacy, and strategic thinking that

predate Western IR theories (Boesche, 2003). Concepts such as balance of power and realpolitik, discussed

in the Arthashastra, resonate with contemporary IR paradigms, underscoring India’s historical contributions

to global diplomacy (Mehta, 2015). 

Colonial Legacy and Postcolonial Identity 

India’s colonial past significantly influenced its approach to global affairs. The struggle for independence

from British rule instilled a deep commitment to sovereignty, self-determination, and resistance against

imperialism (Guha, 2007). These values were enshrined in India’s foreign policy post-independence, shaping

its leadership in the Non-Aligned Movement (NAM) (Mukherjee, 2014). The NAM, initiated by India along with

countries like Egypt and Yugoslavia, challenged the Cold War binary and introduced the concept of a third

space in international politics (Singh, 2011). 

Non-Alignment and Strategic Autonomy 

The doctrine of non-alignment epitomized India’s attempt to maintain strategic autonomy while engaging

constructively with both superpowers during the Cold War. Unlike realism, which prioritizes power politics, or

liberalism, which emphasizes institutional cooperation, non-alignment sought to blend pragmatism with

moral leadership (Mitra, 2011). It underscored India’s ability to resist external pressures and promote an

independent foreign policy, thereby offering an alternative paradigm in IR (Raghavan, 2016).

OBJECTIVES

 Examine Evolving International Relations (IR) Paradigms – Analyze how international relations theories

and frameworks have evolved in response to changing geopolitical dynamics. 

1.

 Assess India’s Contribution to Global Discourse – Explore India’s historical and contemporary role in

shaping global political, economic, and strategic dialogues. 

2.

 Evaluate India's Soft and Hard Power Strategies – Investigate how India utilizes diplomacy, economic

initiatives, defense policies, and cultural influence to strengthen its global standing. 

3.

 Analyze India's Role in Multilateral Organizations – Study India's participation in institutions like the UN,

BRICS, G20, and regional groupings to assess its impact on international governance. 

4.

 Explore India's Foreign Policy Shifts – Identify key shifts in India's foreign policy and their implications for

global power structures. 

5.

 Understand India’s Influence in South-South Cooperation – Examine how India fosters relationships with

developing nations and contributes to alternative global governance models. 

6.

 Discuss Future Directions in IR Theories with India’s Perspective – Highlight how India’s approach to

global affairs challenges or expands conventional IR theories.

7.
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India’s Contemporary Role in Expanding International Relations Paradigms

Championing Multipolarity 

In the contemporary era, India advocates for a multipolar world order as opposed to unipolar or bipolar

configurations. This vision reflects a belief in the equitable distribution of power and the recognition of

diverse centres of influence (Mohan, 2015). India’s engagement with multilateral platforms like BRICS (Brazil,

Russia, India, China, and South Africa), the Shanghai Cooperation Organization (SCO), and the G20

underscores its commitment to promoting multipolarity (Pant & Joshi, 2020). 

India’s leadership in BRICS exemplifies its efforts to challenge Western dominance in global financial

institutions and foster alternative frameworks for economic cooperation (Acharya, 2017). The establishment

of the New Development Bank (NDB) within BRICS highlights India’s role in creating more inclusive financial

mechanisms that address the needs of developing countries (Cooper, 2016).

Soft Power and Cultural Diplomacy 

India’s soft power, derived from its rich cultural heritage, democratic values, and diaspora networks, has

become a cornerstone of its global influence (Tharoor, 2012). Initiatives like the International Day of Yoga,

celebrated worldwide, showcase India’s ability to project its cultural ethos on the global stage (Singh, 2019).

Bollywood, cuisine, and spiritual traditions further enhance India’s cultural diplomacy, enabling it to build

goodwill and foster people-topeople connections across borders (Khurana, 2021). 

The Indian diaspora, spread across continents, serves as a bridge between India and the world. This global

community contributes to India’s soft power by promoting its culture, advancing economic ties, and

advocating for India’s interests in their host countries (Varadarajan, 2018). 

Sustainable Development and Climate Leadership 

India’s leadership in sustainable development and climate change negotiations reflects its commitment to

global well-being (Dubash, 2012). As a founding member of the International Solar Alliance (ISA), India has

spearheaded efforts to promote renewable energy and reduce carbon emissions (Kumar, 2020). Its

emphasis on balancing economic growth with environmental sustainability challenges the growth-centric

models of Western development paradigms (Roy, 2019). 

India’s role in climate diplomacy is also evident in its active participation in the United Nations Framework

Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC) (Sengupta, 2021). By advocating for equity and the principle of

"common but differentiated responsibilities," India ensures that the voices of developing countries are heard

in global climate negotiations (Bhushan, 2016). 

Strategic Partnerships and Regional Leadership 

India’s growing engagement with regional and global powers underscores its evolving role in international

relations (Tellis, 2020). Strategic partnerships with countries like the United States, Japan, and Australia,

reflected in frameworks like the Quad, highlight India’s commitment to ensuring a free and open Indo-Pacific

(Madan, 2021). At the same time, India maintains strong ties with Russia and seeks to deepen its     
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engagement with Africa, Latin America, and Southeast Asia, reflecting a balanced and inclusive foreign

policy (Pant, 2019). As a regional leader in South Asia, India plays a crucial role in fostering economic

integration, countering terrorism, and addressing cross-border challenges (Bajpai, 2018). Its initiatives such

as the South Asian Association for Regional Cooperation (SAARC) and the Bay of Bengal Initiative for Multi-

Sectoral Technical and Economic Cooperation (BIMSTEC) underscore its commitment to regional

cooperation (Ghosh, 2017).

Theoretical Contributions to International Relations 

Non-Western Perspectives 

India’s approach to international relations challenges the dominance of Western-centric theories. By

emphasizing pluralism, inclusivity, and ethical diplomacy, India enriches the theoretical discourse in IR. The

Gandhian philosophy of nonviolence (Ahimsa) and the Nehruvian vision of peaceful coexistence provide

alternative frameworks for conflict resolution and global governance. 

Reconciling Realism and Idealism 

India’s foreign policy demonstrates a pragmatic blend of realism and idealism. While its pursuit of strategic

partnerships and defense modernization reflects realist imperatives, its emphasis on multilateralism,

development cooperation, and ethical diplomacy underscores idealist aspirations. This dual approach offers

a nuanced understanding of global politics, moving beyond rigid theoretical binaries. 

Normative Leadership 

India’s normative contributions, such as advocating for global justice, equity, and the reform of international

institutions, have profound implications for IR. Its demand for permanent membership in the United Nations

Security Council (UNSC) highlights the need for democratizing global governance structures to reflect

contemporary realities.

Challenges and Opportunities 

Despite its growing influence, India faces several challenges in fulfilling its potential as a global leader.

Domestic issues such as economic inequality, political polarization, and infrastructure deficits can constrain

its international ambitions. Geopolitical challenges, including border tensions with China and Pakistan,

demand careful navigation to maintain regional stability. 

However, these challenges also present opportunities for India to demonstrate resilience and innovation. By

addressing domestic issues through inclusive policies and sustainable development, India can strengthen

its global standing. Enhanced investments in education, technology, and infrastructure will further bolster its

soft and hard power capabilities. 

The Path Forward: India's Role in Shaping the Future of Global Governance 

India's growing influence in global affairs is not just a reflection of its economic rise or demographic

strength; it is also an acknowledgment of its potential to contribute meaningfully to the reformation of global

governance systems (Mohan, 2015). Traditional structures of global governance, such as the United Nations, 
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World Bank, and International Monetary Fund (IMF), often reflect outdated power dynamics rooted in the

mid-20th century (Thakur, 2017). India’s call for reform in these institutions aligns with the aspirations of

many developing countries that seek a greater voice in shaping global norms and policies (Pant, 2020). 

Reforming the United Nations 

India’s campaign for a permanent seat on the United Nations Security Council (UNSC) is emblematic of its

desire to democratize global governance (Ganguly, 2016). India’s arguments are compelling: it represents

nearly one-sixth of humanity, is the world's largest democracy, and has a strong record of contributing to UN

peacekeeping operations (Bajpai, 2018). Furthermore, India’s emphasis on equity and fairness resonates with

a broader movement among Global South nations that seek to challenge the disproportionate influence of

Western powers in the UN system (Singh, 2021). 

India also plays a significant role in promoting the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) set forth by the

United Nations (Gupta & Basu, 2019). Through domestic policies like the Beti Bachao Beti Padhao (Save the

Girl Child, Educate the Girl Child) initiative and the Swachh Bharat Abhiyan (Clean India Mission), India

demonstrates its ability to implement programs that align with global priorities (Jha, 2020). These initiatives

not only serve as models for other developing nations but also strengthen India’s credibility as a global

leader in sustainable development (Kumar, 2021). 

Leading South-South Cooperation 

India's leadership in South-South cooperation exemplifies its commitment to fostering solidarity among

developing nations (Saran, 2018). The Indian Technical and Economic Cooperation (ITEC) program, which

provides training and capacity-building support to countries in Asia, Africa, and Latin America, underscores

India’s willingness to share its developmental expertise (Chaturvedi, 2016). This approach is distinct from the

traditional North-South model of development aid, which is often perceived as paternalistic or tied to

conditionalities (Mukherjee, 2019). 

Through initiatives like the India-Africa Forum Summit and its increasing investments in African

infrastructure, healthcare, and education, India fosters mutual growth and strengthens ties with emerging

economies (Mishra, 2020). These partnerships are based on respect for sovereignty and shared

developmental goals, offering a collaborative model for global engagement (Sinha, 2021).

India's Growing Influence in Global Affairs 

India's growing influence in global affairs is not just a reflection of its economic rise or demographic

strength; it is also an acknowledgment of its potential to contribute meaningfully to the reformation of global

governance systems (Mohan, 2015). Traditional structures of global governance, such as the United Nations,

World Bank, and International Monetary Fund (IMF), often reflect outdated power dynamics rooted in the

mid-20th century (Thakur, 2017). India’s call for reform in these institutions aligns with the aspirations of

many developing countries that seek a greater voice in shaping global norms and policies (Pant, 2020).
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Reforming the United Nations 

India’s campaign for a permanent seat on the United Nations Security Council (UNSC) is emblematic of its

desire to democratize global governance (Ganguly, 2016). India’s arguments are compelling: it represents

nearly one-sixth of humanity, is the world's largest democracy, and has a strong record of contributing to UN

peacekeeping operations (Bajpai, 2018). Furthermore, India’s emphasis on equity and fairness resonates with

a broader movement among Global South nations that seek to challenge the disproportionate influence of

Western powers in the UN system (Singh, 2021). 

India also plays a significant role in promoting the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) set forth by the

United Nations (Gupta & Basu, 2019). Through domestic policies like the Beti Bachao Beti Padhao (Save the

Girl Child, Educate the Girl Child) initiative and the Swachh Bharat Abhiyan (Clean India Mission), India

demonstrates its ability to implement programs that align with global priorities (Jha, 2020). These initiatives

not only serve as models for other developing nations but also strengthen India’s credibility as a global

leader in sustainable development (Kumar, 2021). 

Leading South-South Cooperation 

India's leadership in South-South cooperation exemplifies its commitment to fostering solidarity among

developing nations (Saran, 2018). The Indian Technical and Economic Cooperation (ITEC) program, which

provides training and capacity-building support to countries in Asia, Africa, and Latin America, underscores

India’s willingness to share its developmental expertise (Chaturvedi, 2016). This approach is distinct from the

traditional North-South model of development aid, which is often perceived as paternalistic or tied to

conditionalities (Mukherjee, 2019). 

Through initiatives like the India-Africa Forum Summit and its increasing investments in African

infrastructure, healthcare, and education, India fosters mutual growth and strengthens ties with emerging

economies (Mishra, 2020). These partnerships are based on respect for sovereignty and shared

developmental goals, offering a collaborative model for global engagement (Sinha, 2021). 

India as a Knowledge Power: Innovations in Global Governance and Technology 

India’s emergence as a hub for technological innovation and knowledge creation positions it as a critical

player in shaping the future of global governance (Kapur, 2018). With a robust information technology sector,

a thriving startup ecosystem, and a commitment to digital inclusion, India is at the forefront of the global

digital revolution (Dutta, 2020). 

Digital Diplomacy and Cybersecurity 

India’s leadership in digital diplomacy is evident in its efforts to promote equitable access to technology

(Singh, 2019). Initiatives like the Digital India campaign aim to bridge the digital divide by expanding internet

access and fostering digital literacy (Prasad, 2021). India’s engagement in global forums on cybersecurity,

such as the Global Conference on Cyber Space, reflects its commitment to creating a secure and inclusive

digital ecosystem (Chertoff, 2017). 
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As cyber threats become a major concern for international security, India’s expertise in information

technology positions it as a valuable partner in global efforts to address these challenges (Basu, 2020). By

advocating for collaborative approaches to cybersecurity and data governance, India contributes to the

development of norms that balance security with the right to privacy and freedom of expression

(Gurumurthy & Chami, 2019). 

Harnessing Artificial Intelligence and Space Technology 

India’s advancements in artificial intelligence (AI) and space exploration further enhance its role as a

knowledge power (Rao, 2021). The Indian Space Research Organisation (ISRO) has achieved global

recognition for its cost-effective and innovative missions, such as the Chandrayaan lunar missions and the

Mars Orbiter Mission (Mangalyaan) (Subramanian, 2018). These achievements not only bolster India’s

scientific capabilities but also inspire developing nations to pursue space exploration as a means of

advancing their developmental goals (Kumar, 2019).

In the field of AI, India’s National Strategy for Artificial Intelligence emphasizes the use of AI for social good,

including applications in healthcare, agriculture, and education (Niti Aayog, 2018). By promoting ethical AI

practices and ensuring that technological benefits are widely shared, India contributes to global discussions

on the responsible development and deployment of emerging technologies (Bhardwaj, 2020).

India’s Normative Role in Addressing Global Challenges 

As the world faces interconnected challenges such as climate change, pandemics, and geopolitical

instability, India’s normative approach to global governance becomes increasingly relevant (Acharya, 2020).

India’s emphasis on equity, sustainability, and inclusivity offers valuable insights for addressing these issues

(Tharoor, 2018). 

Climate Change and Energy Transition 

India’s leadership in renewable energy, particularly through the International Solar Alliance (ISA), exemplifies

its commitment to combating climate change (Dubash, 2019). By promoting affordable solar energy

solutions, India empowers developing nations to transition to cleaner energy sources without compromising

their developmental aspirations (Mathews & Tan, 2021). 

At the same time, India has called for greater accountability from developed nations in fulfilling their

commitments under the Paris Agreement (Narain, 2021). By highlighting the principle of "common but

differentiated responsibilities," India ensures that climate action is pursued in a manner that recognizes

historical inequities and supports the needs of vulnerable populations (Sengupta, 2020).

Global Health Diplomacy 

India’s contributions to global health, particularly during the COVID-19 pandemic, underscore its

commitment to global well-being (Reddy, 2021). Through the Vaccine Maitri (Vaccine Friendship) initiative,

India supplied millions of vaccine doses to countries around the world, demonstrating solidarity and

leadership in addressing a shared crisis (Lahariya, 2021). India’s pharmaceutical industry, often referred to as 
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the "pharmacy of the world," plays a critical role in ensuring affordable access to essential medicines in

developing countries (Chaudhuri, 2019). By advocating for flexible intellectual property regimes and

equitable distribution of healthcare resources, India strengthens global efforts to achieve universal health

coverage (Gopakumar & Shashikant, 2020). 

India’s Contribution to Peacekeeping and Global Security 

One of the most tangible examples of India’s commitment to global peace and security is its substantial

participation in United Nations (UN) peacekeeping operations (Chakrabarti, 2020). Since independence,

India has demonstrated an unwavering dedication to supporting conflictridden regions and fostering

stability through international mechanisms (Mohan, 2019).

Leadership in UN Peacekeeping Operations 

India is one of the largest troop-contributing countries to UN peacekeeping missions, with personnel

deployed across Africa, the Middle East, and Southeast Asia (Karim, 2021). Indian peacekeepers have earned

a reputation for professionalism, cultural sensitivity, and effective conflict resolution (Gould, 2022). Their

contributions have not only stabilized regions plagued by violence but have also built trust in the UN’s ability

to mediate global crises (Haokip, 2020). 

For instance, Indian peacekeepers played a pivotal role in the stabilization of Liberia following its civil war

(Pant & Super, 2021). The deployment of an all-female Indian police unit in Liberia garnered widespread

acclaim, symbolizing empowerment and the potential of gender equality in peacebuilding efforts

(Dharmapuri, 2019). This initiative set a precedent for the integration of women in peacekeeping missions

and emphasized India's normative commitment to gender equity (Kapur, 2020). 

Counterterrorism and Regional Security 

Terrorism remains one of the most pressing global threats, and India has been at the forefront of advocating

for comprehensive and cooperative strategies to combat this menace (Tellis, 2020). India has consistently

called for the adoption of a global convention on terrorism through the United Nations, emphasizing the

need for a unified approach to addressing statesponsored and transnational terrorism (Bajpai, 2019). 

Regionally, India has strengthened counterterrorism collaborations with countries in South Asia and beyond

(Joshi, 2021). Its participation in the Financial Action Task Force (FATF) reflects its commitment to curbing

terror financing and ensuring greater accountability in global financial systems (Swami, 2020). By

combining hard security measures with soft power approaches, such as addressing the root causes of

radicalization, India has enriched the global discourse on counterterrorism (Basu, 2019). 

Maritime Security and Anti-Piracy Operations 

India’s strategic location in the Indian Ocean makes it a key player in ensuring maritime security and

combating piracy (Raja Mohan, 2021). The Indian Navy has been actively involved in securing vital sea lanes

in the Indian Ocean and beyond, contributing to global trade security (Scott, 2020). Its anti-piracy missions

off the coast of Somalia and its proactive role in the Indian Ocean Naval Symposium (IONS) underscore its

cx
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commitment to fostering collaborative maritime governance (Khurana, 2019). 

India’s emphasis on a free, open, and inclusive Indo-Pacific aligns with its broader vision of promoting

regional stability and global peace (Rej, 2021). Through initiatives like the Information Fusion Centre for the

Indian Ocean Region (IFC-IOR), India facilitates real-time maritime domain awareness, further enhancing

collective security efforts (Singh, 2022). 

India’s Role in Shaping Normative Frameworks for Technology and Ethics 

As technological advancements redefine international relations, India has positioned itself as a key voice in

the ethical governance of emerging technologies (Basu, 2021). From artificial intelligence to cybersecurity,

India’s contributions in these areas emphasize inclusivity, equity, and responsibility (Singh, 2020).

Advocating for Digital Sovereignty and Inclusion 

India’s leadership in digital transformation is evident in its domestic initiatives like Aadhaar, the world’s

largest biometric identification system, and UPI (Unified Payments Interface), a pioneering digital payment

platform (Sundar, 2022). These innovations have not only driven financial inclusion and governance

efficiency within India but have also inspired similar initiatives globally (Gurumurthy & Chami, 2021). 

On the international stage, India has emphasized the importance of digital sovereignty — the right of nations

to govern their own digital ecosystems — while promoting global collaboration on data protection and

cross-border data flows (Misra, 2021). Its active participation in forums like the G20 Digital Economy Task

Force highlights its advocacy for inclusive policies that bridge the digital divide (Kapur, 2020). 

Ethical Governance of Artificial Intelligence 

India’s National Strategy on Artificial Intelligence, titled "AI for All," underscores the country’s commitment to

leveraging AI for social good (Mehta, 2022). Unlike many Western paradigms that prioritize profit-driven

innovation, India’s approach focuses on equitable access and responsible deployment of AI technologies

(Sarma, 2021). By championing ethical AI governance at global forums, India contributes to shaping norms

that prioritize human rights, transparency, and accountability in technology (Verma, 2022). 

Space Governance and the Common Good 

India’s advancements in space exploration, through the Indian Space Research Organisation (ISRO), offer a

model for cost-effective and inclusive space programs (Ravi, 2021). Beyond national achievements, India

has contributed to international collaborations, such as satellite launches for developing countries and

disaster management through space-based technologies (Chaturvedi, 2020). 

India’s advocacy for the peaceful use of outer space aligns with its broader commitment to global public

goods (Menon, 2021). By promoting equitable access to space technology and opposing the weaponization

of space, India plays a constructive role in shaping the future of space governance (Joshi, 2022).
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Expanding Cultural Diplomacy: India’s Soft Power in the 21st Century 

India’s cultural diplomacy has become a cornerstone of its international relations strategy, reflecting its

civilizational ethos and contemporary aspirations. The concept of soft power, popularized by political

scientist Joseph Nye, is embodied in India’s efforts to build goodwill and influence through non-coercive

means. 

Yoga and Spiritual Diplomacy 

One of India’s most successful cultural exports is yoga, a practice rooted in ancient Indian philosophy that

has gained global popularity. The declaration of June 21 as the International Day of Yoga by the United

Nations, initiated by India, is a testament to its ability to promote cultural heritage as a unifying force. Yoga

not only enhances India’s global image but also fosters cross-cultural understanding and holistic well-

being. 

Bollywood and the Global Entertainment Industry 

Indian cinema, particularly Bollywood, has a vast international following, making it a significant vehicle for

cultural diplomacy. Through its diverse storytelling and vibrant productions, Bollywood transcends linguistic

and cultural barriers, fostering a positive image of India globally. Films addressing universal themes such as

love, family, and social justice resonate with audiences worldwide, enhancing India's soft power. 

The Indian Diaspora as Cultural Ambassadors 

With over 32 million people of Indian origin residing abroad, the Indian diaspora plays a crucial role in

strengthening India’s cultural and economic ties with the world. Diaspora communities contribute to their

host countries while maintaining cultural connections with India, serving as informal ambassadors who

enhance bilateral relationships.

Challenges to India’s Expanding Role in Global Affairs 

Despite its significant contributions, India faces challenges that could impact its ability to sustain its

leadership in global affairs. Addressing these issues will be critical for maintaining its credibility and

influence. 

Domestic Challenges 

India’s development trajectory is hindered by persistent issues such as poverty, unemployment, and

inequality. While the country has made significant progress in economic growth and infrastructure

development, ensuring inclusive growth remains a challenge. Investments in education, healthcare, and skill

development are essential for building a resilient workforce capable of meeting global demands. 

Geopolitical Rivalries 

Tensions with neighbouring countries, particularly China and Pakistan, pose significant challenges to India’s

regional leadership. Border disputes, cross-border terrorism, and competing strategic interests require India

to engage in nuanced diplomacy while maintaining its security posture. 
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Balancing Domestic and Global Commitments As India takes on greater responsibilities in global

governance, balancing domestic priorities with international expectations will be crucial. Striking this

balance will require a cohesive foreign policy that aligns with India’s developmental goals and strategic

interests. 
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Data Collection and Analysis

The study of India’s evolving role in international relations requires a systematic approach to data collection

and analysis to ensure a comprehensive understanding of its diplomatic engagements. The research will

rely on a combination of primary and secondary data sources, incorporating qualitative and quantitative

methods to assess India’s influence in global affairs. 

Data Collection Methods 

To analyze India’s contributions to international relations, data will be collected from a range of primary

sources. Expert interviews and surveys will be conducted with diplomats, policymakers, international

relations scholars, and think tank analysts to gain first-hand insights into India’s foreign policy objectives

and strategies. Additionally, official government reports from institutions such as the Ministry of External

Affairs (MEA), the Reserve Bank of India (RBI), and multilateral organizations like the United Nations (UN) and

the World Trade Organization (WTO) will be examined. 

For example, India's External Affairs Minister, S. Jaishankar (2023), stated in a keynote address at the Raisina

Dialogue: "India’s diplomacy today is guided by the principles of strategic autonomy, pluralism, and an

emphasis on multipolarity in global governance." Such statements highlight India's shift from a non-aligned

posture to an active global player in diplomatic, economic, and security domains (ORF, 2023). 

Trade and economic data will also be incorporated from IMF, World Bank, and WTO reports. According to the

World Bank (2023), India’s GDP grew at 6.7%, making it the fastest-growing major economy globally. This

economic rise underpins its geopolitical influence, particularly in trade agreements such as the India-Middle

East-Europe Economic Corridor (IMEC) and the Regional Comprehensive Economic Partnership (RCEP). 

Secondary data sources will be equally critical. Scholarly articles from think tanks such as Observer

Research Foundation (ORF), Carnegie India, Brookings India, and the Institute for Defence Studies and

Analyses (IDSA) will be reviewed to gain insights into India’s strategic engagements. Moreover, media

analysis from BBC, The Hindu, Al Jazeera, and Foreign Affairs will provide real-time accounts of India’s

diplomatic maneuvers. Additionally, social media sentiment analysis will be conducted using Natural

Language Processing (NLP) techniques, tracking global discourse on India's policies in forums like Twitter,

LinkedIn, and diplomatic briefings.

Data Analysis Approach 

The collected data will be analyzed using various methodological approaches to evaluate India’s role in

shaping global diplomatic discourse.
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Thematic and Qualitative Analysis 

A thematic analysis will categorize India's foreign policy engagements into four major domains: 

1. Strategic Alliances – India’s participation in BRICS, Quad, SCO, and G20 to strengthen multipolarity. 

2. Economic Diplomacy – Trade agreements, FDI policies, and South-South cooperation initiatives. 

3. Security & Defense Cooperation – Maritime security in the Indo-Pacific and defense exports (e.g., India's

$5billion defense export target by 2025, Ministry of Defence, 2023). 

4. Soft Power & Cultural Diplomacy – Promotion of Indian culture, Yoga diplomacy, and the expansion of

Indian universities abroad.

Quantitative Data Analysis 

Economic and trade data will be analyzed using statistical methods. According to the IMF (2023), India’s

total exports reached $775 billion, with key trading partners being the US ($118 billion), China ($135 billion),

and the EU ($96 billion). This data reflects India's growing integration into global trade networks (WTO, 2023).

India’s Foreign Direct Investment (FDI) inflows reached $85 billion in 2023 (UNCTAD, 2023), making it one of

the top five FDI recipients globally. This will be compared with other emerging powers such as China ($189

billion) and Brazil ($72 billion) to understand how India’s economic diplomacy differs from its global

counterparts. 

Comparative Geopolitical Analysis 

India’s geopolitical strategy will be compared with other emerging powers. For instance, China’s Belt and

Road Initiative (BRI) has invested over $1 trillion in global infrastructure projects, while India’s approach

through IMEC and "Act East Policy" emphasizes trade connectivity without dependency structures (Carnegie

India, 2023).  India’s role in global security will also be examined. As of 2023, India is the third-largest

contributor to UN peacekeeping missions, deploying over 6,500 personnel across 13 missions (United Nations

Peacekeeping, 2023). This highlights India’s growing emphasis on multilateral security engagement.

Sentiment and Discourse Analysis 

Machine learning-based sentiment analysis will be applied to media reports and social media discussions

to assess global perceptions of India’s diplomatic initiatives. For example, following the G20 Summit 2023, a

Twitter analysis showed that 65% of global mentions of India’s leadership were positive, highlighting its role

in "bridging North-South divides" (Twitter API Data, 2023).

Case Study Analysis 

Several case studies will provide deeper insights into India’s diplomatic engagements. 

1. India’s Role in the Russia-Ukraine Crisis – Analyzing how India maintained strategic neutrality while

increasing Russian oil imports by 85% in 2023 (IEA, 2023). 

2. India’s Vaccine Diplomacy – Assessing the impact of India's Vaccine Maitri initiative, which supplied over

250 million COVID-19 vaccine doses to 100+ nations (MEA, 2023). 

3. India’s Climate Leadership – Reviewing its role in the International Solar Alliance (ISA), which aims to

mobilize $1 trillion for solar energy expansion by 2030 (UNFCCC, 2023). 

 



Case Study Analysis 

Several case studies will provide deeper insights into India’s diplomatic engagements. 

1. India’s Role in the Russia-Ukraine Crisis – Analyzing how India maintained strategic neutrality while

increasing Russian oil imports by 85% in 2023 (IEA, 2023). 

2. India’s Vaccine Diplomacy – Assessing the impact of India's Vaccine Maitri initiative, which supplied over

250 million COVID-19 vaccine doses to 100+ nations (MEA, 2023). 

3. India’s Climate Leadership – Reviewing its role in the International Solar Alliance (ISA), which aims to

mobilize $1 trillion for solar energy expansion by 2030 (UNFCCC, 2023). 

Interpretation and Implications 

The data and analysis will provide a comprehensive and evidence-based assessment of India’s foreign

policy and its impact on international relations paradigms. Key interpretations include: 

1. India’s emergence as a global economic power is strengthening its influence in multilateral organizations

such as G20 and BRICS. Its $3.7 trillion economy (IMF, 2023) and rapid digitalization are positioning it as a

leader in global digital governance and financial inclusion. 

2. India’s foreign policy approach is marked by strategic autonomy, balancing relations between the US,

China, Russia, and the Global South (Jaishankar, 2023). 

3. India’s climate and technology leadership is increasingly shaping global discourse, with projects like ISA

and India Stack offering alternatives to Western and Chinese models of technological governance. 

4. Challenges such as border tensions with China, regional conflicts, and economic disparities could pose

constraints to India’s global ambitions. However, India’s resilience and adaptability in global diplomacy

continue to enhance its credibility as a strategic partner (ORF, 2023).
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Conclusion: India’s Vision for a Shared Future 

India’s journey in expanding international relations paradigms reflects its evolution from a newly

independent state to a global leader. By integrating its rich civilizational heritage with modern aspirations,

India offers a vision of global engagement rooted in inclusivity, equity, and sustainability. As the world

confronts complex challenges, India’s contributions to peacekeeping, cultural diplomacy, technology

governance, and sustainable development underscore its potential to shape a more harmonious

international order. 

Looking ahead, India’s leadership will be pivotal in crafting solutions that address global inequities and foster

shared prosperity. Its emphasis on multipolarity, strategic autonomy, and ethical governance provides a

roadmap for navigating an increasingly interconnected and uncertain world. By continuing to advocate for

reform, collaboration, and innovation, India solidifies its position not just as a rising power, but as a global

thought leader committed to the collective good. 

India’s role in enriching global affairs discourse is a testament to its historical depth, cultural diversity, and

strategic acumen. By offering alternative paradigms rooted in inclusivity, sustainability, and ethical

diplomacy, India challenges the dominance of Western-centric IR theories and broadens the scope of global

political thought. 



As the world navigates an era of unprecedented complexity, India’s contributions to international relations

underscore the importance of embracing diverse perspectives to build a more equitable and harmonious

global order. Through its leadership in multilateral institutions, advocacy for multipolarity, and commitment

to sustainable development, India exemplifies the potential of non-Western nations to reshape global

affairs. As the discipline of international relations continues to evolve, India’s voice will remain pivotal in

crafting a more inclusive and comprehensive understanding of the world. India’s role in expanding

international relations paradigms reflects its ability to bridge the gap between traditional and emerging

powers, between realism and idealism, and between development and sustainability. By leveraging its

historical legacies, cultural strengths, and strategic vision, India contributes to a more inclusive and

equitable global order. As international relations continue to evolve in response to new challenges, India’s

voice will remain essential in shaping the discourse on global governance, sustainability, and human

development. Its commitment to pluralism, cooperation, and ethical diplomacy serves as a guiding principle

for building a world that values diversity, justice, and shared prosperity. 

In an increasingly interconnected and multipolar world, India stands not only as a rising power but as a

thought leader and a catalyst for change. Through its contributions to theory, practice, and policy, India

enriches the global affairs discourse, ensuring that the study and practice of international relations remain

dynamic, inclusive, and reflective of humanity's shared aspirations.

The research paper titled "Expanding International Relations Paradigms: The Role of India in Enriching

Global Affairs Discourse" examines how India is reshaping international relations (IR) beyond traditional

Western-centric theories such as realism, liberalism, and constructivism. The paper highlights the rise of

non-Western perspectives in global affairs, with India playing a significant role due to its historical

experiences, civilizational ethos, and strategic outlook. It explores India's contributions to key IR concepts,

including non-alignment, multipolarity, sustainable development, and soft power. The study argues that

India’s growing influence supports a more inclusive and balanced global order. This research paper has

been approved by the Jadetimes Editor-in-Chief for publication in the Jadetimes Journal of Universal

Studies (E-ISSN 3066-9421), Volume 1, Issue 1, January-June 2025.
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